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Fostering the Science and Art of Astronomy
Through Programs that Serve our Membership
and the Community
HAS Member Image of the Month
Orion to Flame 18 panel mosaic of Orion, Horse Head, and Flame
nebulae, imaged in January at the dark site.
Image by HAS Member

Rob Torrey
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President's Letter
by

Joe Khalaf

March is a Time for Renewal
Although most people associate January as the month when we turn a new page on
the new year, for me, March is really a time for renewal. As we leave February and
head into the third month, it marks the waning of our winter season and all of the
worst that Jack Frost can throw at us. Grass starts to green a bit, leaves start to
grow on trees, and the first buds on seasonal plants start to make their appearance.
In years past, given enough rain during the winter, you might even begin spotting
your first bluebonnets in our part of Texas in March, as well.
From an astronomical sense, March is when spring technically starts, with the vernal
equinox landing on March 20. As some of you may remember, this is the day when
there is an equal amount of sunlight hitting the earth on both the northern and
southern hemispheres. From here on out, we more amounts of sunshine in the
northern hemisphere, while our friends below the equator start to plunge into their fall
season.
But in addition to the renewal that takes place with nature around us, here at the
Houston Astronomical Society, it’s a time for renewal, as well. It’s in March when we
start to really implement some of the new programs changes the leadership has
planned for during our January planning meeting, and it’s also a time when we set
the new gate codes for our dark site location near Columbus, TX. It’s important that
if you haven’t renewed your membership for 2021 that you do so quickly so that
there’s no disruption to your access to all of the great programs and amenities
that your club has to offer.

Read More

March Novice Presentation
Via Zoom

How to Set Up Your Telescope
Are you new to astronomy? Well this talk is for you!
One of the coolest things about amateur astronomy is that you get
to observe the universe with your own eyes! You get to learn the
night sky, constellations, bright stars, and how the sky changes
through the night and with the seasons.
But wait!
Before you get to go exploring, you need to know how to set up
and align your telescope and learn how to point it precisely on the
sky and then have it track as the earth rotates and the sky
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“moves”. Most of us do not have the background knowledge to set
up and use a scope without some difficulty, and reading the
instruction book can only add to your confusion!
To help you out, some of our experienced astronomers will
demonstrate how to set up your telescope, align your finder and
get your scope working like clockwork!

March 4th 2021 at 7:00PM
Read More

Register for Presentation

HAS Main Speaker Presentation
Via Zoom

by: Lauren Herrington
AAVSO Ambassador and Webinar Coordinator
Every star's spectrum carries a different pattern of spectral
lines — information which can be decoded to study its
temperature, surface pressure, and even the atoms it's made
of. Using spectra, we don't have to take a long spaceflight to
study the stars — in fact, we don't even need to leave our
backyards!
While spectrography has been in use for hundreds of years,
it's long been viewed as difficult and expensive, far out of the
reach of amateurs. Nothing could be further from the truth!
With recent advancements in technology, it's become
possible for an amateur to record high-quality spectra using
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a dobsonian telescope — no tracking required! If you can
take a photo of Jupiter, you can record stellar spectra.
March 5th 2021 at 7:00PM
Read More

Register for Presentation

The Texas 45 Progression - the Challenges
by Rene Gedaly
The Texas 45 is a homegrown observing program designed to introduce members to
some of the beautiful and unusual objects that can be seen from our southern skies.
At 30° north latitude, we can spot objects that our northern neighbors travel hundreds
of miles to see. Once you've seen globular cluster Omega Centauri, shown in the
photo by member Simon Tan, you'll likely put it on your observing calendar to view
each year as I do. (Catch it at the dark site due south at fist's height above the
treetops in May or June. How did Simon snag a photo in February? By getting up
very early in the morning!)
Read More

HAS Memberships run from 1 January to 31 December
Time to RENEW YOUR HAS MEMBERSHIP so you can take your 2021 Dark Site
Training January 1st and get the new gate code before it changes on March 6th!
HAS memberships run from 1 January to December 31. Fortunately, renewing your
membership is fast and easy!
Read More
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Field of View - March 2021

M is for March and March is for Messier!
By Don Selle -Guidestar Editor

Editor’s note – M is also for Mars. Way to go Percy! That’s how you stick a landing!
Well, it was touch and go for a few days in February, but we are finally on the
downside of winter in SE Texas. From now until early May when it starts to get
warmer, we usually can expect more temperate weather, though perhaps punctuated
with a few thunderstorms. No need to get bundled up in three or four layers of
clothing to spend some quality time under the stars.
For me, March means the beginning of “galaxy season”. By mid-March, the winter
Milky Way is low on the western horizon later in the evening, and the North Galactic
Pole (NGP) (located in the constellation Coma Berenices) is well up in the east.
Image Credit – Wikipedia - Michael A. Phillips - http://astromaphilli14.blogspot.com.br/p/m.html

Read More

Challenge Object - March 2021
NGC-2818 – Planetary Nebula in Pyxis
RA 09h16m01.5s Dec -36deg 37’37”
Size 93.0”x55.0” Vmag 11.9

Read More
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Shallow Sky Object of the Month
Kappa Cassiopeiae
by Bill Pellerin
Object: Kappa Cas
Class: Fast moving Star
Constellation: Cassiopeia
Magnitude: 4.17 Speed: 2,500,000 miles/hr = 694 miles/sec
R.A.: 00 h 33m 00 s Dec: 62 deg 55 min 54 sec
Size/Spectral: B Distance: ~3500 ly
Optics needed: Unaided eye

Why this is interesting?
This star shows up in the GCVS (the General Catalog of Variable Stars), but it isn’t
very variable. AAVSO members have reported the star as dim as 4.25 and as bright
as 3.8, but that’s not why it’s interesting.
Kappa Cassiopeiae and its bow shock. Spitzer infrared image (NASA/JPL-Caltech)
Read More

Messier Objects March 2021
by Jim King
Read More
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Asterism - A
by Steve Goldberg

Asterism: A grouping of stars that form a recognizable pattern.
Constellation: Sextans
Right Ascension: 10 h, 20 m 10s
Declination: 03o 06’ 20”
Magnitude: 10
Size: 15’ (minutes)
Read More

AP Corner
Ernie Felder

How I became an Astro Imager
Several years ago I planned my first imaging trip to Fort Griffin State Historic Site. It
is located about 30 minutes north of Albany, Texas. A good six hour drive from
Houston. With a Bortle 2 to 3 sky and very low horizons it's a popular location for
amateur astronomers. Away from the regular campsites there are seven astronomy
campsites with 30 amp power and water. These sites use dark sky protocols.
When I left home it was 80 degrees and the typical April rain but the forecast at Fort
Griffin called for clearing in the evening and a high pressure area was to build in
overnight. The rain quit just as I crossed IH20 at Eastland. To the north I could see
blue sky in the distance.
I arrived at around 4 pm in the afternoon and the temperature had dropped to 55
degrees. My wife and I set up the tent and coffeemaker. At the time I was just starting
into DSO imaging. I had an old orange tube Celestron C8, a modded Canon T2i.

RSS

Subscribe

Past Issues

Read More

Copyright © 2021 Houston Astronomical Society, All rights reserved.

Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.

Translate

RSS

