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Zodiacal light with Jupiter, Mars and Venus over the Chisos Mountains, Terlingua, TX.
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Novice Presentation for October 2021

"Putting your Observing in Context"
by Debbie Moran
This talk will help you understand just what you are seeing when you look at different
objects in the telescope. What are HII regions, open clusters, planetary nebulae,
globular clusters, supernova remnants, and the different kinds of galaxies and how
do they relate to the life cycle of stars? Most of the examples will be observable in
the October sky.

September 30, 2021, 7:00PM via Zoom
Read More

Register for Presentation
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Learning to listen to the universe with LIGO
Main Meeting for October 2021
by Dr. Joseph Betzwieser
Abstract – On September 14, 2015, the era of gravitational wave astronomy began with
the first direct detection of gravitational waves from a pair of merging black holes.

October 01, 2021, 7:00PM via Zoom
Read More

Register for Presentation
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Letter from the President
Joe Khalaf

October is here, and
that means the
weather should start
to be a little cooler
(maybe), night time
comes a little earlier,
and more
importantly, fall star
party season is upon
us! As I write this
message, the UBarU star party was held just a few weeks ago, the Okie-Tex
Star Party is happening this upcoming week, and in a month, the Eldorado Star
Party will be in full swing. For many of us, it’s a great time to get away under
dark skies with many other kindred spirits to observe, take astrophotographs,
enjoy great speakers, and otherwise enjoy the time away from the hustle-andbustle of the big city.
Read More

AP Corner - Polar Alignment
Polar Alignment
By Don Selle
After a brief hiatus (life seems
to intrude on my astronomy)
this installment of
Astrophotography Corner
concerns one of the two
important mechanical
requirements for getting good
image data, polar alignment.
Next to autoguiding (which we
cover in the next installment),
getting your mount well polar
aligned is essential.

So what exactly is polar alignment? Simply put, it is the process whereby one of
Past Issues
Translate
the two axes of your mount is aligned as closely as possible to be parallel with

Subscribe

the Earth’s axis of rotation. The term polar alignment comes from the fact that
this axis, by definition, runs through the Earth’s north and south poles. The axis
of rotation also points at the locations in the sky that (also by definition) are
known as the North and South Celestial poles (NCP & SCP).
Read More

Weird Ways to Observe the Moon
David Prosper
You can observe the Moon whenever it's up, day or
night! While binoculars and telescopes certainly
reveal incredible details of our neighbor’s surface,
bringing out dark seas, bright craters, and numerous
odd fissures and cracks, these tools are not the only
way to observe details about our Moon. There are
more ways to observe the Moon than you might
expect, just using common household materials.

Read More
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Messier Column - October 2021

by Jim King
We have evidence that Messier may have been in poor physical condition during his later life. In 1802,
Herschel visited the 72 year-old Messier in Paris, writing in his diary that Messier had “complained of
having suffered much from his accident of falling into an ice cellar – an accident that had occurred two
decades earlier. Messier had also lost his wife and suffered from failing eyesight. Although he continued
to make the occasional observations, the climb up the octagonal tower to his telescopes must have also
become arduous to his weary bones, especially on cold, damp nights.

(I can relate)

Read More

Shallow Sky Object - October 2021
The Garnet Star
by Bill Pellerin
Why this object is interesting.
This bright (but variable) orange or reddish star is easy to
spot and is high in the sky at this time of the year. It transits
at 9:13 p.m. on October 20. The star sits on the edge of
IC1396...
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Read More

Kimble’s Kite, Kite Cluster
by Steve Goldberg

This month’s Asterism is called Kimble’s Kite or the
Kite Cluster. It is on the border of Cassiopeia and
Camelopardalis.
Read More

Subscribe

Past Issues

Translate

New Research Suggests Biblical Catastrophe Caused by a
Meteor Airburst
By William Sager

The key to the mystery was the discovery of a peculiar layer, up to 1.5 meters thick, at Tall el-Hamman dig
sites. Most of the layer contains pulverized debris including melted and unmelted mudbrick fragments,
melted and unmelted roofing clay, ash, charcoal, burned seeds, burned textiles, bones, plaster fragments,
broken and melted pottery shards. This is topped by thin layers of windblown fine debris, charcoal, and
ash. The authors call this the “destruction layer” and they interpret that it records the destruction of the
Bronze Age city. Radiocarbon dating of charcoal from this layer gives an age of 1650 BCE (BCE, “before
common era” is an archeological standard and means years before 1950 or about 3650 years before
present). This layer is unusual and not found at other archeological sites outside the area. The layer
contains no weapons, such as sling stones or arrow points, so it does not represent destruction by war.

Read More
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