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November 03, 2022, 7:00PM: Novice Presentation - Via Zoom

SkyTools for Visual
by Craig Lamison
Planning and logging your observing sessions are critical
skills that new astronomers need to master in order to
both help you use your dark sky time most efficiently and
to document your observations. As an example, all
Astronomical League observing programs require that
records of each individual observation be completed as
proof the observation was completed successfully.
Craig Lamison will show us how to plan and log an
observing session using an app called SkyTools.
According to the publisher – “SkyTools is the premier
software for observing. It is not a mere planetarium or a
planner, but software designed to aid in every aspect of
astronomical observing.”

Read More
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November 04, 2022, 7:00PM: November Regular Meeting - Online
via Zoom

“Urban Deep Sky Colors and Postcards from the Moon”
With: Robert Reeves
Abstract – Robert Reeves, accomplished astro-imager author
and speaker, will discuss how he does astronomy in light conditions
most astronomers avoid, from urban skies, and with the moon
prominent in the skies. This approach to astronomy has not only
increased Robert’s astronomy time, it has enabled him to become a
noted advocate for lunar observation and imaging as he uses the
results of his night sky imaging to help others understand lunar
features as well as deep sky objects.

Read More
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2023 Club Elections
The Nominating Committee has recommended the following candidates for election to serve in
2023. HAS elections will open on November 4th at our Annual meeting and run for 10 days. We
are still in need of someone to help out as Membership chairperson, so if you would like to assist
in that role, please email info@astronomyhouston.org and let us know. Thank you.
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Annual Picnic & Star Party Saturday, Nov 19, 2022. RSVP now
Rene Gedaly
Field Trip & Observing
Houston Astronomical Society

It's not a party without you! This is the annual picnic and star party for HAS members and their guests. Check
your email for the invitation sent via SignUpGenius, Subject: 2022 HAS Picnic & Star Party. Didn’t get it? Contact
Rene Gedaly at fto@astronomyhouston.org.
Saturday, November 19, 2022 ••• Gates open at 12 noon ••• Clear or cloudy ••• Dark site rules apply •••
Light windows at 10pm and 12am
••• Picnic ••• Swap Meet ••• Workshops ••• Star Party •••

Read More
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Minus 57 Degrees at Our Dark Sky
By Kay McCallum
Achernar
Begin with Rigel and wander downriver to Achernar at
declination -57.
Bright enough to show through the treetops at our dark sky
site, members can log the star Achernar on the Autumn
section of the Texas 45 list.
You may see a picnic in the trees; join us!

find details at the links below:
Texas 45 Observing Program
Astrophotography option

page 6

Cepheus: A House Fit for a King; Night Sky
by David Prosper
Astronomers have another association with this northern
constellation; inside its borders lies the namesake of one
of the most important types of stars in modern astronomy:
Delta Cephei, the original Cepheid Variable.
If a star is found to be a Cepheid, its actual brightness can
be calculated versus its observed brightness. From that
difference, the Cepheid’s distance can then be estimated
with a great deal of precision. This revolutionary discovery
unlocked a key to measuring vast distances across the
cosmos, and in 1924 observations of Cepheids by Edwin
Hubble in what was then called the Andromeda Nebula
proved that this “nebula” was actually another galaxy
outside of our own Milky Way! You may now know this
object as the “Andromeda Galaxy” or M31. Further
observations of Cepheids in other galaxies gave rise to
another astounding discovery: that our universe is not
static, but expanding!

Read More

This article is distributed by NASA’s Night Sky Network (NSN). The NSN supports astronomy clubs across the USA
dedicated to astronomy outreach. Visit nightsky.jpl.nasa.gov to find local clubs, events, and more!
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Asterisms - Engagement Ring
By: Steve Goldberg

Asterism: a grouping of stars that form a recognizable pattern.

This month’s asterism is called the “Engagement
Ring”. If you noticed the Declination, +88o, you should
have thought that it is pretty far north. Well, Polaris is
the “diamond” on the ring.
Here you can see the stars that make up the ring. They
are “above” Polaris in this picture.
If you use a telescope, can you see the companion to
Polaris? It is a double star system. When aligning my
optics on my telescope, I look for the companion to
verify I am on Polaris.

Read More
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