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March 31, 2022, 7:00PM: April Novice Presentation
Speaker: Chris Morrisette
Spring brings a return to warmer weather and (hopefully) clearer night skies than

we see during the winter. And while some of the highlights of the winter sky are
visible in the early evening, the spring sky is quite different.
In the summer and winter, we look at, around and through the rich star fields of the
Milky Way’s spiral arms. In the springtime, the scenery changes as we are looking
out perpendicular to the plane of the Milky Way, into intergalactic space.
Chris Morrisette will lead us on a tour of the spring night sky. He will show us how
to navigate and find our way to some of the Not to be Missed celestial objects we
should all have on our observing lists!
Our Speaker: Chris Morrisette is an active member of the Houston Astronomical
Society, North Houston Astronomy Club, and the Fort Bend Astronomy Club. He is
also a member of the University of Texas Astronomy Department Board of Visitors. On clear Saturday nights, you will find him volunteering at the George Observatory engaging with visitor and sharing his love of the night with them, while
totally having fun operating the telescopes there.

Read More
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April 01, 2022, 7:00PM: April Regular Meeting - via Zoom
How You Can Help with the Vera Rubin Observatory (LSST)

With Arne Henden
Later this year, the first results from VRO (previously known as the Large Synoptic Sur-

vey Telescope, or LSST) will appear. This 8-meter class telescope is designed to survey
the sky visible from Chile, going very faint but saturating about 18th magnitude. The talk
will highlight the design and construction of LSST, the current status, and how amateurs
will be essential in follow-up monitoring of new variable objects discovered by the survey.
Our Speaker : Arne Henden received his doctorate from Indiana University, and subsequently worked for Goddard Space Flight Center, The Ohio State University, and the U.S.

Naval Observatory as an instrumentation specialist. He was the Director of the American
Association of Variable Stars for the last decade of his career, retiring to New Hampshire,
where he runs several automated telescopes. He is the author of a textbook and several
hundred scientific articles, and has given lectures worldwide.
Arne has been a long time promoter of professional and amateur astronomer collaborations and has been one of the premier mentors of amateur astronomers,
especially those interested in variable stars and minor planet astrometry. Arne and his
collaborators and volunteers are responsible for the development of the AAVSO –
APASS photometric catalog and database of over 6 million stars over 99% of the sky,
with magnitudes ranging from 7th to 17th. This database allows simplified reduction amd
transformation of photometric observations. Perhaps in an unforeseen use of the APASS
database, astro-imagers routinely use it to color balance their images!
We are privileged to have Arne, a true friend and supporter of our community, present to

Read More
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Messier Column - April 2022
by Jim King

M51 Spiral Galaxy (Observability: Detectible*) M51 is the finest
example of a face-on spiral galaxy. It is a highly metallic system
with a well-defined spiral structure. A near neighbor of our
own Galaxy, just 27 million light-years distant, this graceful pinwheel of stars, dust and gas measures about 87,000 light-years
across and shines with a luminosity about 10 billion times that
of the Sun’s. According to scientists at the Space Telescope Science Institute, M51’s central area is about 400 million years old
and has a mass 40 million times that of our Sun. The concentration of stars is about 5,000 times higher than our solar neighborhood, the Milky Way Galaxy. We would see a continuously
bright sky if we lived near the bright center.

Read More
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Springtime Catspotting: Lynx and Leo Minor - Night Sky Network

by: David Prosper

Many constellations are bright, big, and fairly
easy to spot. Others can be surprisingly small
and faint, but with practice even these challenging star patterns become easier to discern. A couple of fun fainter constellations
can be found in between the brighter stars
of Ursa Major, Leo, and Gemini: Lynx and Leo
Minor, two wild cats hunting among the menagerie of animal-themed northern star
patterns!

Read More

This article is distributed by NASA Night Sky Network
The Night Sky Network program supports astronomy clubs across the USA dedicated to astronomy outreach. Visit nightsky.jpl.nasa.gov to find local clubs, events, and more!

April 2022 GuideStar 5

Asterisms – Greg’s “3” Asterism
By Steve Goldberg

Asterism: a grouping of stars that form
a recognizable pattern.

This asterism is called “Greg’s 3” because it
was discovered by Greg Parker. It is located
inside a triangle with stars Regulas α Leo, Eta
η Leo and the “center” star in Cancer, Delta
δ.

Read More
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