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January 06, 2022, 7:00PM: Novice Presentation - Via Zoom
Navigating the Winter Night Sky
by Debbie Moran
Novice Chairperson Debbie Moran will lead us on a tour of the winter night sky. She will show us how to find our way around the beauty of the winter Milky Way and introduce us to some of the Not to be Missed celestial objects we should have on our observing lists!

Speaker Bio: Deborah Moran has had a lifelong interest in astronomy since her childhood in Midland, TX where all the scenery is in the sky. She has been a long
time member of the Houston Astronomical Society and has served in a number of capacities there, currently as Novice Chair in charge of programs for new members. She also participates in outreach programs and is a volunteer telescope operator at the George Observatory in Brazos Bend State Park. She is the 2017 recipient of the International Dark-Sky association’s Hoag-Robinson Award for education of government officials about outdoor lighting issues. In 2010, her Woodside
neighborhood became the first one within Houston city limits allowed to install low glare fully shielded decorative streetlights. For the past four years she
has presented concerns about the choice of high glare white LED street lights in Houston to city officials and hopes that the Houston area will someday join other
communities in moving to warm or soft white to amber LEDs which are recommended by the American Medical Association for their reduced glare and reduced
disruption of day/night circadian function.
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January 07, 2022, 7:00PM: HAS Main Meeting - Presentation Via

"Browsing the Galileo Museum."
with Bill Spizzirri
One of the advantages of traveling as an amateur astronomer is that you see and understand astronomy
related tourist attractions in a depth and from a perspective that others may not. Bill will share with his
signature wit and insight, his travels to and experiences at the Galileo Museum located in Florence Italy.
The museum was established to capture and preserve the scientific contributions of Renaissance Tuscany, and make
them available to the public and for researchers of this period. If you are not familiar with this gem of scientific histo-

ry, you are in for a treat. The museum is on the bucket list of many amateur astronomers and science buffs. Who
knows, after Bill’s presentation, you may add it to your own!
Speaker Bio: Bill Spizzirri has been an amateur astronomer for 50 years is a member of HAS and has also been a member of an astronomy
club near Chicago for 36 years and counting. He served there as President for two years and has held other offices. Bill is now a retired
software analyst and grandpa of three. His main astronomy activity these days is teaching children about our universe.
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Rene Gedaly – Field Trip & Observing Chairperson
Hello, Members! Jim King has passed the baton and I am your new Field Trip & Observing chairperson for 2022. H.A.S. has already "opened back
up" with hybrid meetings and Outreach events. Can Field Trip & Observing events be far behind? In a word: Absolutely Not ;-) Here's a taste of what

2022 Schedule of Field Trip & Observing Events
Messier Marathon. Our first event of the year is the spring Messier Marathon at the Dark

Site. The year 2022 brings us two good Saturdays to run the marathon: March 5 and April 2
(rain date). We'll have several tracks of marathon running in parallel: traditional, Go-To, imaging, binocular and EAA! Don't sit on the sidelines. Jump in and see what it's all about. Oh, and to
get

us prepared, I’ll be giving a talk on the HAS Messier Marathon at the Thursday, February
3, 2022 Novice meeting—not just for novices.
Texas Star Party. The Texas Star Party is early this year and, as usual, HAS will be there in
force. If you're new to the major star parties—or even if you're not—this year you are invited to

get

together for a little hospitality and to learn the ropes with other HAS members. TSP is 24 Apr –

1

May, 2022.
Astronomy at the Beach. This one's for you, Moms and Dads. Did you ever try to get your
littles interested in astronomy only to have cloudy skies on that one weekend you had free?
We've got a solution: Astronomy at the Beach. Hopefully it will be nice clear skies, but if not,
there's always swimming, nature walks, and fishing. Fingers crossed that I nab Saturday, June

25

when the Galveston State Park reservations open up.
Annual Picnic. To many of us long-time members, FT&O means the Annual Picnic. This
year, it falls on Halloween weekend, Oct 29. Costumes for kids of all ages is encouraged but let's

up the ante and do a late night "scary object" observing theme. Think Orion the Hunter taking aim at the Pleiades and some of our own fine imagers taking aim at the Witch
Head Nebula.
Themed Observing Nights. Lastly, on scattered prime nights, we'll have some themed observing nights like globular clusters, meteor showers, or a Texas 45 marathon.Visual, imaging, and EAA observers should make for a great group in this ever widening hobby of ours.

As always, events are subject to the weather. Say! Have you got an idea that you’d like to help make happen? Contact Rene Gedaly at fto@astronomyhouston.org.

January 2022 GuideStar 4

Messier Column
by Jim King
By the time you read this column, I expect the new year will be well on its way. With the JWST having been launched, hopefully we will be treated
to answers to some nagging questions. Freely admitting I am not an expert, my understanding is JWST will be working hand in hand with Hubble. What an exciting future for astronomy!
For my own meager contributions in this column, since we have been on this journey for a while, new objects in easily observable time frame are
getting a little hard to come by. This month’s trio M5, M13 and M83 are easily seen… as long as you don’t mind staying up until well after midnight.
So, here we go.

M5 Globular cluster (2 easy) * The fifth object in Messier’s catalogue is a
powerful and dynamic sight in telescopes of all sizes. Even at low power, M5 is a slightly stellar conflagration with a blazing heart. A wide and
loose, slightly elliptical exterior becomes increasingly tight toward a starlike center. The cluster looks as if it is collapsing under the force of gravity, triggering atomic reactions is its core. With a 7mm eyepiece, the entire cluster seems electric, bursting with fiery sparks.

Messier note: (Observed May 23, 1764) Beautiful nebula discovered
between Libra and Serpens, close to the sixth magnitude star Flamsteed 5 Serpentis. It does not contain any stars; it is round, and may
be seen under a good sky with a simple one-foot refractor
NGC note: Very remarkable, globular cluster, very bright, large, extremely compressed in the middle, stars from 11th to 15thmagnitude.

Read More
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by David Prosper
Hunting the Hunter: Observing Orion
This article is distributed by NASA Night Sky Network
The Night Sky Network program supports astronomy clubs across the USA dedicated to astronomy outreach. Visit nightsky.jpl.nasa.gov to find local clubs, events, and more!
If you are outside on a clear January night, it’s hard not to notice one distinctive star pattern above all: Orion! While we’ve covered Orion in earlier articles, we’ve never discussed observing the constellation as a whole. Perhaps you’ve received a new telescope, camera, or binoculars, and
are eager to test it out. Orion, being large, prominent, and full of interesting, bright objects, is a perfect constellation to test out your new equipment and practice your observing skills - for beginners and seasoned stargazers alike.
In Greek mythology, Orion is a strong hunter, with numerous legends about his adventures. Being such a striking group of stars, cultures from
all around the world have many myths about this star pattern. There are so many that we can’t list them all here, but you can find a wonderful interactive chart detailing many cultures’ legends on the Figures in the Sky website at figuresinthesky.visualcinnamon.com .

What sights can you see in Orion? Look above the variable orange-red supergiant ”shoulder star” Betelgeuse to find the stars making up Orion’s
“club,” then move across from Betelgeuse towards the bright star Bellatrix (Orion’s other “shoulder”) and the stars of his bow and arrow - both
essential tools for the Hunter. Many interesting sights lie near Orion’s “belt” and “sword.” Orion’s belt is made up of three bright giant stars
forming an evenly spaced line: Alnitak, Alnilam, and Mintaka. Move from the belt stars towards the stars Rigel and Saiph (Orion’s “feet” or
“knees”) to arrive at Orion’s distinctive Sword, parts of which may appear fuzzy to your unaided eyes. Binoculars reveal that fuzz to be the famed
Orion Nebula (M42), perched right next to the star Hatysa! Diving in deeper with a telescope will show star clusters and more cloud detail around
the Nebula, and additional magnification brings out further detail inside the nebula itself, including the “baby stars” of the Trapezium and the
next-door neighbor nebula M43. Want to dive deeper? Dark skies and a telescope will help to bring out the reflection nebula M78, the Flame Neb-

ula (NGC 2024), along with many star clusters and traces of dark nebula throughout the constellation. Very careful observers under dark clear
skies may be able to spot the dark nebula known as the Horsehead, tracing an equine outline below both the Belt and the Flame Nebula. Warning: the Horsehead can be a difficult challenge for many stargazers, but very rewarding.

Read More
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